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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner's Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with John Krause on 11/29/2006 at 09:45 AM EST. 

3. The Claims have been amended as follows: 

1 . A form processing device for reading a field data file-storing which stores 
i nformation correspond i ng to data values to be overlaid onto each of a plurality of fields 
in a form, and for overlaying the data corr e sponding to the information values stored in 
the read field data file onto each of the plurality of fields in the form, the form processing 
device comprising: 

first determination means for determining, based on field definition information 
which defines each of the plurality of fields in the form , whothor a fie l d associat o d w i th 
the information stored i n th e fi e ld data file that at least one of the plurality of fields is 
defined as a field onto which an external file is to be overlaid wh e r e in tho fio l d dofinit i on 
i nformat i on is differ e nt for tho fiold data fil e; 



Application/Control Number: 10/614,174 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2176 

second determination means for determining, wh e n said first dotormination 
m e an s d e t e rm i n e s that th e f iel d i s d e fin e d as a f iel d onto which an e xt e rna l fi le i s to b e 
ov e r l a i d, wh e th e r th e informat i on stor e d in tho fi e ld data f i lo i o URL data that at least 
one value stored in the field data file is URL data : and 

overlaying means for downloading the external file from a network server based 
on the URL data and overlaying the downloaded external file onto the at least one of the 
oluralitv of fields, fie l d, wh e n said oocond dotorm i nation moans dotomi i nos that tho 
Information stor e d i n th e fi e ld data f i l e is th e URL data . 

2. A form processing method for reading a field data file which stores informat i on 
corresponding to data values to be overlaid onto each of a plurality of fields in a forni, 
and overlaying the values data corr e spond i ng to tho i nformat i on stored in the read field 
data file onto each of the plurality of fields in the fomn, the form processiing method 
comprising: 

a first determination step of detemnining, based on field definition information 
which defines each of the plurality of fields in the form , that at least one of the oluralitv 
of fields whether each of tho fields is defined as a field onto which an extemal file is to 
be overlaid, whoroin tho fi el d d e fin i t i on informat i on ic different from tho fi el d data filo ; 

a second determination step of determining, whon it is d e termin e d i n sa i d first 
dotorminat i on st e p that the f ie ld is dof i nod as a fiold onto which an e xt e rna l f ile i s to b e 
Qvorlaid. wh e ther tho information stor e d in th e fie l d data file is URL data that at least 
one value stored in the field data file is URL data : and 
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an overlaying step of downloading the external file from a network server based 
on the URL data and overlaying the downloaded external file onto the at least one of the 
plurality of fields, fio l d. whon it i s d e t e rm i ned in said socond d e t e rmination st e p that tho 
informat i on stored in tho f i old data f i l e i s the URL data. 

3. A computer-readable storage medium storing a program for causing a computer 
to execute a form processing method of reading a field data file which stores i nformation 
correspond i ng to data values to be overlaid onto each of a plurality of fields in a form, 
and overlaying the values data correspond i ng to th e i nfonnat i on stored in the read field 
data file onto each of the plurality of fields in the form, wherein the method comprises: 

a first determination step of detennining, based on field definition information 
which defines each of the ura of fields in the form , that at least one of the plurality of 
fields wheth e r e ach of the fi el ds is defined as a field onto which an external file is to be 
overlaid, whoro i n tho fio l d d e f i n i tion information is d i ff e r e nt from tho f i old data fi le; 

a second determination step of determining, whon i t i s dotorminod in sa i d f i rst 
dotorm i nation stop that th e fi e ld defin e d ao a fiold onto which an oxtorna l fil e i s to b e 
Qvorlaid. whothor tho informat i on stored in th e fi el d data fi le i s URL data that at least 
one value stored in the field data file is URL data : and 

an overlaying step of downloading the external file from a network server based 
on the URL data and overlaying the downloaded external file onto the at least one of the 
plurality of fields, f i o l d. wh e n it is d e term i n e d in sa i d second dotonnination stop that tho 
information stored i n th e fi e ld data fi l e i s th e URL data . 
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4. The computer-readable storage medium according to Claim 3, wherein the 
method further comprises: 

a storing step of storing the downloaded external file, down l oaded from tho 
network server bas e d on tho URL data , into a local drive, in association with th e URL 
data, wh e roin said overlay i ng stop i nc l udes download i ng the e xtorna l f i lo from th e 
network server basod on th e URL data and overlay i ng th e down l oaded ext e rna l fil e onto 
tho f i eld associat e d with tho informat i on stored in tho fie l d data fi l o, whon it i s 
determined in said s e cond dotormihation stop that th e information stored in tho field 
data fil e i s tho URL data and the URL data doos not correspond to a URL of th e 
oxtorna l f i lo stor e d in sa i d stor i ng st e p . 

5. The computer-readable storage medium according to Claim 4, further 
comprising: 

a third determination step of determining whether the time stamp of the 
downloaded external file stored on the local drive is older that the time stamp of the 
external file stored on the network server, wherein: 

if the third determination is positive, then the external file stored on the 
network server is downloaded andihe downloaded external file stored on the local drive 
is updated, and 

if the third detennination is negative, then the downloaded external file 
stored on the local drive is retained. 
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whoro i n said over l ay i ng stop i ncludos downloading the externa l fi l o from the network 
s e rv e r bas e d on th e URL data and overlaying tho download e d e xtornal fi le onto the fie l d 
assoc i at e d w i th tho i nformation stor e d i n tho fie l d data file, when it i s determined i n said 
s e cond det e rm i nation stop that a t i mo stamp of tho ext e rnal fi l o stor e d at said storing 
st e p is o l d e r than a tim e stamp of th e e xterna l fi le in th e n e twork s e rver, ev e n i f th e 
information stor e d i n th e fi el d data fil e i s th e URL data and th e URL data corresponds to 
a URL of tho oxtornal fi l o stor e d i n said stor i ng st e p . 

Claims 6 and 7 are cancelled. 

8. The computer-readable storage medium according to Claim 4 3, further 
comprising: whoro i n said storing step includ e s storing tho down l oad e d e xternal fil e i n 
tho l oca l driv e i f th e down l oad e d oxtorna l fi l o is sma lle r than a prodoterm i ned file, 
capacity , 

a third determination step of determining whether the downloaded external file is 
smaller than a predetermined file capacity, wherein: 

if the third determination is positive, then the downloaded external file is 
stored on a local drive, and 

if the third determination is negative, then the downloaded external file is 
not stored on the local drive. 



Application/Control Number: 10/614.174 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2176 

Reasons For Allowance 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of record, either alone or in combination, fails to teach, suggest, or render obvious the 
combined limitations of each of the independent claims, especially in regard to the 
limitations of claim 1 stating that: 

"... first determination means for determining, based on field definition 
information which defines each of the plurality of fields in the form, that at least 
one of the plurality of fields is defined as a field onto which an extemal file is to 
be overlaid; 

second determination means for determining, that at least one value stored in the 
field data file is URL data; and 

overlaying means for downloading the external file from a network server based 
on the URL data and overlaying the downloaded extemal file onto the at least one of the 
plurality of fields" . 

5. The prior art of record neither teaches nor suggests the specific method of: 
determining, while analyzing a file containing field values, whether a given field value is 
one associated with an external file and; more specifically, if its value is a Uniform 
Resource Locator (URL). 

6. The prior art of record further fails to teach or suggest overlaying (populating, 
"filling in" of "filling out") the content of a file containing such values, that is, values 
determined to be associated with external file, values associated with URLs, by 
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retrieving the content (e.g., an image) referenced by the URL and overlaying the image 
onto the given form field. It is typically the case that the value itself, in this instance the 
actual URL address string, would have been overlaid onto the form field rather than the 
content referenced by the URL (e.g., the image). 

7. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



8. Any inquiry concerning ttiis communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner siiould be directed to James H. Blackwell whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 4089. The examiner can nomnally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

9. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Heather R. Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

10. Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated infonnation 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



James H. Blackwell 
11/29/2006 




DougHutton 
Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 



